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Clifton 6 Rodes, of Sturton, had issue by his second marriage with 
Elizabeth Scrimshire, a son Godfrey who was born 1653, and died young, 
and a second son (and heir), John, born in 1662, supposed to have been 
cast away at sea. With him the line of Clifton Rodes became extinct. 
So the title to the baronetcy would lie between the descendants of John 
Rodes, of London; Francis Rodes, of Maryland, and Charles Rodes, of 
Virginia. 

(to be continued.) 



THE PARKERS OF MACCLESFIELD, ISLE OF WIGHT 
COUNTY, VA. 



By James F. Crocker. 

Thomas Parker was the immigrant ancestor of these Parkers, as ap- 
pears from the patent issued to him on March 18, 1650, for 380 acres of 
land situated in that part of the county of Isle of Wight known as 
Smith's Neck, adjoining the land of Mr. Norsworthy, and being a part 
of the island near Tappon creek. This patent was issued to him for the 
transportation to the colony of himself and four children, Joane, Eliza- 
beth, Thomas and Francis. There had already been issued to him on 
March 15, 1647, a patent for 300 acres of land due unto the said Thomas 
Parker, by virtue of a former patent granted unto Thomas Morrey, 
April 7, 1641. On May 29, 1683, there was issued to the said Thomas 
Parker and James Bagnall a patent for 470 acres of land, which included 
the above mentioned 380 acres and 50 acres which had been granted to 
Peter Montague, February 25, 1638, and 40 acres for the transportation 
unto the colony of a negro, Francisco. This last patent recites that 
Thomas Parker had married the widow of Peter Montague, who left 
two daughters: Dorithy and Sarah, the latter of whom had recently 
married the said James Bagnall. 

Thomas Parker, son of the aforesaid Thomas Parker, died testate at 
the age of fifty-six years. His will was admitted to record in the County 
Court of Isle of Wight, February 9, 1688. He left a wife and the fol- 
lowing children: John, Thomas, Francis, George, Elizabeth, Mary and 
Ann. 

Francis Parker, the son of the said Thomas Parker, left a will dated 
October 1, 1717, in which he mentions his wife, Elizabeth, and children: 
Martha, Nicholas and Nathaniel. 

Nathaniel Parker, son of Francis Parker, whose will was admitted to 
record June 29, 1730, left wife, Ann, and children: Nicholas, Nathaniel, 
Martha and Mary. 

Nicholas Parker, son of the said Nathaniel and Ann Parker, was born 
October 31, 1722; married Ann Copeland, and died November 25, 1789, 
leaving two children, Josiah Parker and Copeland Parker. His wife, 
Ann, was born 1723, and died in November, 1776. 
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Col. Josiah Parker was born May n, 1751. On May 6, 1773, he mar- 
ried Mary Bridger, the widow of Col. Joseph Bridger, a descendant of 
the Gen. Joseph Bridger, who was so eminently distinguished in the 
early Colonial period of Virginia. Mary Bridger, widow of Col. Joseph 
Bridger, was Mary Pierce, a sister of Thomas Pierce, who was a mem- 
ber of the Virginia Convention of 1788. Her daughter by Col. Bridger, 
Judith Bridger, married Richard Baker, who was clerk of the court of 
Isle of Wightfrom 1750 to 1770, and was father of the late Judge Rich- 
ard H. Baker, "than whom no judge was more beloved by the people 
or more honored for wisdom and purity." 

Col. Parker died March 18, 1810, leaving an only child, Ann Pierce 
Parker, who married, 1802, Capt. Wm, Cowper, U. S. N., who was an 
officer on the Constellation under Capt. Thos. Truxtun, when on Feb- 
ruary 9, 1799, she captured the French frigate L'Insurgente. On account 
of his gallantry on this occasion Cowper, who was then second lieuten- 
ant, having been appointed March 9, 1798, was promoted, and was ap- 
pointed master-commander on July 12, 1799, and was made captain of 
the U. S. frigate Baltimore, number 20. He was discharged under 
Peace Establishment Act, 3rd of April, 1801. Col. Parker had educated 
his daughter, as if she had been a son, in the languages and in all manly 
arts. She was very gifted and accomplished, and was a notable women. 
She died, at Macclesfied, March, 21, 1849. She had the following 
children: Josiah Cowper, who under the will of his grandfather, and by 
an act of the Legislature, took the name of Josiah Cowper Parker; 
Wm. Cowper who died without issue; Thos. Frederick Pierce Parker 
Cowper, and Leopold Copeland Parker Cowper, who under the Alexan- 
dria government during the Civil war, was elected Lieutenant-Governor 
of Virginia, and died without issue. 

Josiah Cowper Parker married, first, Elizabeth Pinner, and had by her 
two children who died infants; and married, secondly, Mary Ann Keith, 
daughter of Dr. Anderson Keith and Doniphan, of Kentucky, for- 
merly of Fauquier county, Va., and left the following children: Ander- 
son Keith Parker, Judge George Doniphan Parker, Susan Frances Par- 
ker, Mary Elizabeth Parker, now wife of Captain J. W. H. Wrenn, 
William Frederick Parker, who died without issue, Major Leopold Oscar 
Parker, U. S. A., Jane Doniphan Parker, wife of E. S. Duvall, and 
Rosa Cowper Parker, wife of J. J. Otley. 

Thomas Frederick Pierce Parker Cowper, Aug. 3, 1841, married Mrs. 
Virginia Smith Goodwin (nee Virginia Smith), died Nov. 9, 1879, leav- 
ing the following children: Anna Maria Cowper, now wife of Thos. F. 
Barkesdale; Mary Pierce Parker Cowper, now wife of Jno. D. Chalmers; 
Josiah Parker Cowper; Christiana Riddick Cowper, now wife of Chas. 
Emory Jordon, and Virginia Smith Cowper, married A. Richard White- 
head, and died 27th Dec, 1893, leaving issue. 

Copeland Parker, the brother of Colonel Josiah Parker, was ap- 
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pointed Surveyor of Customs of the Port of Norfolk on June 30, 1792, 
and again January 1, 1800, and was appointed Inspector of Revenue on 
June 30, 1792. He married Elizabeth Sinclair, daughter of Capt. Jno. Sin- 
clair, of Berry Hill, near Smithfield, who was the son of Henry Sinclair 
of Aberdeen, Scotland. The mother of Elizabeth Sinclair was a sister 
of Soloman Wilson, of Isle of Wight. Copeland Parker, by his wife 
Elizabeth Sinclair, had the following children: 

Nicholas Wilson Parker, who married Elizabeth Boush, and had by 
her Elizabeth, who married Dr. Robert Rose, and Mary, who married 
Dr. Herbert M. Nash; Elizabeth Sinclair Parker, who married Captain 
Jno. Courts Jones, of Clean Drinking Manor, Maryland, and has lately 
died, leaving a son, Nicholas E. Jones; Ann Parker, who married John 
Allmond, of Norfolk. 

Copeland Parker married, secondly, Diana Hall, daughter of Dr. 
Isaac Hall, of Petersburg, and had by her three children: Martha Par- 
ker, who married Capt. Jas. D. Johnston, U. S. N.; Isaac Hall Parker, 
and Pamela A. T. Parker, who married Admiral U. S. Glisson, U. S. N. 

Col. Josiah Parker, of Macclesfield, was one of the most distinguished 
citizens ever born in Isle of Wight county. He was a man of great im- 
portance and influence, and held many positions of honor and trust. In 
1775 he was made a member of the County Committee of Safety. He 
was a member of the Virginia Conventions that met in March, July and 
December, 1775. When Virginia turned over to the Continental service 
the six battalions of infantry, raised specially for that purpose, Josiah 
Parker was designated as major, and was on February 13, 1776, commis- 
sioned major in the Fifth Virginia Regiment, known also as the Fifth 
and Ninth Virginia Regiment, which was commanded at various times 
by Col. Wm. Peachy, Col. William Crawford and Col. Dangerfield. He 
was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel July 28, 1777, and promoted to 
Colonel April 1, 1778. His regiment served under Major-General Chas. 
Lee in Virginia until the latter part of 1776, when it was transferred to 
Washington's Army. He was with the army of General Washington 
until July 12, 1778, when he resigned. Col. Parker greatly distinguished 
himself at Trenton for gallantry and enterprise. He had the honor on 
that occasion to receive the sword of the wounded Col. Ralle, com- 
mander of the Hessians. In the noted picture of the " Capture of the 
Hessians at Trenton," by J. Trumbull, and now in the art gallery of 
Yale. Col. Parker is placed on the left side, painted from life as is 
known to his descendants and as may be readily seen by a comparison 
with his portrait, also painted by Trumbull, which is in the possession 
of his great-grandson, Anderson Keith Parker. At Princeton his con- 
duct elicited special commendation from Washington," Parker you have 
gained more honor to-day." At Brandywine he, with Lieutenant-Colo- 
nels Heth and Sims of the Virginia Line, was assigned to an advanced 
position of danger and responsibility and who acquitted themselves 
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with great honor in receiving the onset of the enemy. After his retire- 
ment from the Continental service he was commissioned by Governor 
Jefferson to take command of all the militia on the south side of James 
river, which he held until the close of the war. In this connection the 
writer begs to submit for publication an original and hitherto an unpub- 
lished letter of General Lafayette to Colonel Parker, which is in the 
possession of one of his descendants: 

Camp Nelson, James River, May 17, 1781. 

Dear Sir — The knowledge I have of your influence, your zeal and 
your talents induce me to address you at this critical period. Every 
citizen and particularly such as have distinguished themselves in the 
military line ought at this moment to unite their efforts against the pow- 
erful enemy. I therefore earnestly recommend that you will immedi- 
ately take the field, and * * * * the good effects your presence 
will produce. 

I request you will embody whatever militia you can collect in the 
counties down James river, as many of them on horseback as you can. 
When the militia in that quarter will be united under you it will *be 
necessary to keep them in the greatest activity. 

Portsmouth, if the garrison was very remiss in their duty, may be an 
object so far as least as would make a diversion. The enemy's post at 
Brandon and their boats and baggage may give you good opportunity. 

Should the enemy cross Appomattox you will move up on their rear, 
intercept their communications between whatever posts they may estab- 
lish, and act as circumstances shall direct. 

In all cases I request you will forward any intelligence that relates to 
the possession of Portsmouth, late arrivals in the bay, or movements up 
and down the James river. 

Should you move your forces towards any post in the neighborhood 
of Portsmouth you may apply to Captain Gregory for his assistance. 

With every assurance of esteem and regard, I have the honor to be, 
dear sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Lafayette. 

Col. Parker. 

Lafayette, in his letters to Governor Nelson dated, respectively, July 
27th and August 6, 17S1 (5th Virginia Magazine, 382, and 6th Virginia 
Magazine, 58), mentions Colonel Parker, and in the letter of the latter 
date advises "that the corps under Colonel Parker be speedily re-in- 
forced." 

An Act of the General Assembly of October, 1782 (11 Hen., 152), re- 
citing that Dempsey Butler being under sentence of death for treason by 
judgment of the General Court, pardoned and exonerated him " in con- 
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sequence of a promise of pardon granted him by Col. Josiah Parker in 
July, 1781, whoat that time commanded the militia on the south side of 
James river." As incident to this Act of the Legislature, the following 
original unpublished letter from Lieutenant Wm. Simpson of the British 
army to Col. Parker may be of interest and worthy of preservation. 

Suffolk, Wednesday Eve, 27th June, 1781. 

Sir — I am ordered by Col. Johnson to treat for an exchange of Demp- 
sey Butler, made prisoner this morning by part of your troops. Having 
met with a Mr. Cowling have been persuaded to forward my business 
from the impossibility of arriving at your post before night. 

I have Col. Johnson's further order to acquaint you Dempsey Butler 
acted under authority as a British soldier, and am persuaded till his ex- 
change can be affected he will be treated as a prisoner of war. I shall 
be very happy if he can return with me, and will engage for a prisoner 
being sent out in his room, being anxious to return. 

Your answer will oblige, 

Your very humble serv't, 

Wm. Simpson, Lieut, ijth Inf. 

P. S.— Sir: I shall be able to obey my orders much more to my satis- 
faction if I can possibly have the pleasure of seeing you. 

I delivered your compliments to Col. Hamilton, who is well, and I am 
assured would return his did he know of this opportunity. 

Col. Parker was a member of the Virginia Society of the Cincinnati; 
he was a member of the vestry of the Old Brick Church, St. Lukes; 
and in 1786 he was a naval officer at Portsmouth under the State gov- 
ernment. He was a member of the House of Delegates in 1780-81. 
He with General John Scarsbrook Wills, another distinguished citizen of 
Isle of Wight, who had served with him in the State Conventions of 
1775 and in the Legislature, were candidates for election to the Virginia 
Convention of 1788, to which was to be submitted, for ratification, the 
Constitution of the United States. In this canvass they took the posi- 
tion of Patrick Henry and Geo. Mason in opposition to the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution. They were defeated by Thos. Pierce and 
Jas. Johnson, who were in favor of the adoption of the Constitution and 
were elected. But Col. Parker was elected the first representative from 
his district to Congress under the Constitution, and he was continuously 
in Congress from 1789 to 1801, and during a part, if not all of that time, 
he was Chairman of the House Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The Parkers, of Macclesfield, claim that they are of the family of the 
Parkers out of which was, in 1710, created the Earl of Macclesfield. 



